
Troubleshooting 
 
 
 
1. Wet Drunk If a practicing drunk comes to a meeting, of course, he or she 

can stay. It is a good reminder of what we used to be like and 
be grateful for our own sobriety.  If, however, the person is 
disruptive to the meeting, have a few members go outside and 
talk to the person. 
 

2. Dogs If someone attends the meeting with a dog other than a service 
dog, and the facility does not permit dogs, ask the member to 
remove the dog.  If animals are allowed, take a group 
conscience. It would be wise to have a business meeting 
regarding this matter – so the group’s position has been 
established prior to the incident. 
  

3. Children/Babies A suggestion is that the group includes this in their format to be 
read at the beginning of the meeting. “We welcome children, 
but please keep them with you at all times. If your baby cries, 
please step outside.” (Some closed meetings do not allow 
children and we suggest that your group take their own 
position in this matter.) 
 

4. Shares that are 
too long 

The group can vote on using a timer; secretary or leader can 
state the following: “Thank you, however, we have a lot of 
people who want to share – but please speak to someone after 
the meeting.”  Or you can add to your format “Since we have a 
lot of people, we ask you to limit your share to 3 minutes.” 
 

5. Off the topic  The leader or Secretary can remind them to stay on the topic – 
or add this to the format “we ask that you share on the topic 
only – or only on what we have read” (whichever is applicable.) 
 

6. Announcements When asking for announcements, please be sure that the 
announcements pertain to AA or AA functions, such as 
conferences, fundraisers, etc.  Non-AA events such as “Joe & 
Charley”, Sober cruises, Betty Ford speakers, etc. can be 
displayed, but should be separate from the AA literature 
(different table, bulletin board, etc.) as voted on at the General 
Service Conferences of 1972, 1973 and 1975. 
 

7. Cross-Talk The format can state that there is no cross-talk but this policy 
should be decided by the group conscience. 
 



8. Identifies as 
other than 
alcoholic 

CLOSED meetings are for A.A. members only, or for those 
who have a drinking problem and “have a desire to stop 
drinking.” OPEN meetings are available to anyone interested in 
Alcoholics Anonymous' program of recovery from alcoholism. 
Nonalcoholics may attend open meetings as observers. (taken 
from The A.A. Group) 

 


